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A case of suspected pneumocystis pneumonia arising in patient with oral
carcinoma during chemotherapy.

Hidetaka YOKOE"

Abstract : When a pneumocystis pneumonia occurs in a patient with non-HIV infection, the association
with the immunosuppressive action by anticancer drugs and the steroid use is suggested. We report a
case of suspected pneumocystis pneumonia arising in patient with oral carcinoma during chemotherapy.
The patient is 68years old man. He was administrated tegafur, gimeracil, oteracil potassium (S-1) for
l4days, and underwent superselective intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy using the fluorouracil for
3weeks subsequently. Concomitantly, dexamethasone sodium phosphate (30mg of daily doses as PSL
calculation) intravenous injection was performed for a total of 2bdays. Because fever developed two
months after chemotherapy initiation, the catheter for intraarterial injection was removed, and then
we used an antimicrobial agent. The blood-examination findings are as follows. White blood count: 1.38
x 10" u1, KL-6:321U/ml, 1-3-beta-D glucan: 46pg/ml. Chest X photography and CT showed diffuse light
interstitial infiltrative shadows in both-side upper and middle lung field. It was diagnosed as acute lung
injury and steroid pulse therapy was performed. Administration of sulfamethoxazole / trimethoprim (ST
mixture) (3,600mg/day) started, concomitantly. We conducted sputum examination of general bacteria and
mycobacteria, but bacteria were not identified. It defervesced after steroid-pulse therapy and ST mixture
oral administration initiation. Pneumocystis jiroveci was not detected by PCR testing of the sputum. The
ground glass opacity mainly on the hilum of lung was observed, and, as for the lung field periphery, a
comparative aeration was kept in the CT, 1-3-beta-D glucan value was high, PSL was used for a long
time, and anti-cancer drugs were used. From these findings, it could not completely exclude interstitial

pneumonia by S-1, but, we had a diagnosis of pneumocystis pneumonia.
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